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2009 Chicago Critical Mass Calendeur & Activity Book
The Derailleur, December 2008. The Derailleur is an unofficial publication 
of Chicago Critical Mass. This issue was compiled by willow naeco.

January: Bike Winter Crossword Puzzle

February: Auto Show Shutdown Maze

March: St. Ratrick’s Day Ice Cream Recipe & Maze

April: Guerrilla Flotilla Draw the Missing Essential Tool Activity

May: Haymarket Ride Connect the Dots

June: World Naked Bike Ride Coloring Page

July: CCM Word Search

August: Mad at Metra Crossword Puzzle

September: CCM Anagram Challenge

October: Halloween Mass Word Search

November: _____ _____ _____ Morse Code Activity

December: Cycle Rampage Crossword Puzzle

Back Cover: CCM is Fun Maze

Web sites that might interest you: activetrans.org, bicycle-diaries.
blogspot.com, bikewinter.org, breakthegridlock.org, thechainlink.org, 
chicagobikes.org, chicagocriticalmass.org, cyclelicio.us, cyclingsisters.org, 
icebike.org, mrbike.com, rat-patrol.org, and westtownbikes.org.
Event dates unknown at deadline: Des Plaines River Shiver, Dreidel 
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ACROSS
2 They tag along with and assist Santa.
9 Popular Dreidel & Santa photo shoot 
location with tourists. (Two words.)
11 Santa tends to get ticketed for open 
containers here. (Two words.)
12 Load up on drinks and loiter here.
13 Word most commonly used by Santa. 
(Not rated PG.)
14 These poor creatures have been 
tossed aside for bicycles.

DOWN
1 Most likely home-brewed if towed by trailer.
3 What to do with the dreidels.
4 Secondary purpose of the ride.
5 Meet here for food. (Two words.)
6 If you have a half-assed costume, you’ll be 
_____ tolerated.
7 She sometimes makes an appearance. 
(Two words.)
8 Primary purpose of the ride.
10 He gets the kids excited.

Santa & Dreidel Cycle Rampage

Attend a Rampage if you get stumped.
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Cycle Rampage, Frozen Snot Century, Herron Memorial Family Bike & 
Walk, Pancake Gatherings, Santa Cycle Rampage, Tour da Chicago, Tour 
de Fat, and Urban Assault Ride.

Thank you: West Town Bikes, the chainlink, Ted Ernst, T.C. O’Rourke, 
steven lane, Rob, Rick Bak, Rat Patrol, Noah Vaughn, Lowell Nelson, 
Kathy Schubert, Katherine, Joseph Zmuda, Jody Orlovick, Jennifer 
Brandel, Howard Kaplan, da’ Square Wheelman (and the other $ angels), 
Gareth, Ethan Spotts, Erik Newman, Eric Holeman, Elizabeth, Dan Korn, 
Bob Kastigar, Bike Winter, Andrew Bedno, and the other usual suspects 
(you know who you are).

Activity Credits: To create your own crossword puzzles, visit puzzle-
maker.com/CW. To create your own mazes, visit hereandabove.
com/maze. To create your own connect the dots, visit picturedots.
com/make/makePuzzle.html#. To create your own word searches, 
visit armoredpenguin.com/wordsearch. To create your own anagram 
challenges, visit http://www.ssynth.co.uk/~gay/anagram.html. To 
create your own Morse Code messages, visit scoutnet.nl/~inter/morse/
morseform.html. Ice cream instructions modified from tpt.org (keyword 
search: ice cream). Clip art throughout from Google image searches.

Four ways you can support The Derailleur: 1) Submit your stories and 
ideas by the second Thursday of every month to TheDerailleur@gmail.
com. 2) Attend the assembly party on the night before CCM. 3) Help 
distribute The Derailleur on the last Friday of every month at CCM. 4) Visit 
thederailleur.blogspot.com for more ways you can keep this zine alive.

xoxo,

willow naeco
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ACROSS
6 Start the New Year off 
right on the Weather Be 
_____ bike ride.
7 Des Plaines _____ 
_____, a weather-
dependent off-road 
winter ride. (Two words.)
8 Three _____, a 65-
mile brew pub ride to 
Munster, IN and back.
10 February’s Winter 
Bike Tour neighborhood. 
(Two words.)
12 You’re never too sexy 
for your _____. Light the 
Night in February.
13 Café hosting the 
2009 CCM Photo Booth.

Bike Winter Events

DOWN
1 West _____ Bikes, the place to work on and learn about your bike.
2 This year’s theme for the Auto Show Shutdown. (Two words.)
3 7 p.m. starting point for snow biking (2” or more of new snow).
4 Volunteers needed for the _____ Swap Meet.
5 January’s Winter Bike Tour neighborhood. (Two words.)
9 Midnight _____, a premier drinking club with a cycling problem.
11 Traditional theme for January CCM rides.

Visit bikewinter.org if you get stumped.
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and westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.
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1/2: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
1/10, 1/17, 1/20, 1/24: Open Shop West Town Bikes (WTB)
1/10: Cronometro Bike Swap (Madison, WI); 1/17: Chi. Winter Bike Swap (Harper Coll.)
1/18: Vision Quest Time Trial #4; 1/31: Team In Training Summer Season Kickoff

1/30: CCM 
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1/2: Multi-
Mass*
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Weather Be 

Damned

MLK Day

1/29: 
Assembly 
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1/9: CCM 
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Hour

1/16: Hyde 
Park CM

1/10:
3 Floyds 
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Ride

1/17:
Midnight 
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Shop West 
Town Bikes

1/18: BW 
Grassroots 
Swap Meet/
Bike Show

1/24: 
Irving Park 
Winter Bike 

Tour

Visit bikewinter.org, thechainlink.org, and 
westtownbikes.org for additional information 
and events.
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Winter 
Basics 
WTB
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Morse Code Translation Guide
a: .-
b: -...
c: -.-.
d: -..
e: .
f: ..-.

v: ...-
w: .--
x: -..-
y: -.--
z: --..

q: --.-
r: .-.
s: ...
t: -
u: ..-

l: .-..
m: --
n: -.
o: ---
p: .--.

g: --.
h: ....
i: ..
j: .---
k: -.-

Use the Morse Code 
Translation Guide to discover 
which annual event this 
image belongs to.
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And, get 
this, they 
want to fund 
this with your tax 
money? Oh no, girl,
it’s time to give Detroit
the boot!

We’re gonna show you that once 
you’ve gone bike, you never go back.

Q: What’s love got to do with it?
A: EVERYTHING.

Auto Show 
Love-In

Sat., Feb. 14, Noon,
McCormick Place

With the U.S. engaged in an endless war for oil,
vehicular violence arbitrarily erasing 42,000+ 

Americans per year, and carbon emissions 
threatening life on Earth, you would think

people would have dumped their cars
ages ago. Now Mr. Auto Industry has the
crazy fool idea to throw a big party when

you’re having trouble feeding your babies?
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the Night; 
Midnight 
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Bike Winter 
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Event

2/20:
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

2/28: 
Albany Pk. 
Winter Bike 

Tour

Visit bikewinter.org, thechainlink.org, and westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.

2/12: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

2/8: Vision 
Quest Time 

Trial #6
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Procure the following ingredients and 
supplies from your favorite dumpsters:

1 cup whole milk
1 cup heavy whipping cream
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. vanilla
Pinch of salt
1/2 cup chopped fruit or whole berries
1/4 cup chopped nuts
Crushed candy bars 
Snow or crushed ice cubes

Rock salt
(1) 12 oz. coffee can with tight lid
(1) 39 oz. coffee can with tight lid
Large bowl, spoon, measuring cups, 

measuring spoons, duct tape

Follow these instructions:
Pour the milk and cream into a large 
bowl. Stir. Sprinkle sugar into mixture. 

Add vanilla and salt. Stir. Add fruit, nuts, 
and/or crushed candy bars. Pour mixture into small coffee can, leaving 
approximately 2 inches between mixture and top of can. Put lid on can and wrap 
duct tape around it for a tight seal. Place small can inside large can and sprinkle 
about 1-1/2 cups snow/crushed ice cubes around the small can. Add a couple 
handfuls of rock salt. Fill, alternating additional snow/ice and rock salt. Put the 
lid on the large can then roll the can back and forth to each other in the alley for 
about 20 minutes. Enjoy immediately.

St. Ratrick’s Day Ice Cream Recipe & Maze
Procure the following ingredients and 

supplies from your favorite dumpsters:
1 cup whole milk
1 cup heavy whipping cream
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. vanilla
Pinch of salt
1/2 cup chopped fruit or whole berries
1/4 cup chopped nuts
Crushed candy bars 
Snow or crushed ice cubes

Rock salt
(1) 12 oz. coffee can with tight lid
(1) 39 oz. coffee can with tight lid
Large bowl, spoon, measuring cups, 

measuring spoons, duct tape

Follow these instructions:
Pour the milk and cream into a large 
bowl. Stir. Sprinkle sugar into mixture. 

Add vanilla and salt. Stir. Add fruit, nuts, 
and/or crushed candy bars. Pour mixture into small coffee can, leaving 
approximately 2 inches between mixture and top of can. Put lid on can and wrap 
duct tape around it for a tight seal. Place small can inside large can and sprinkle 
about 1-1/2 cups snow/crushed ice cubes around the small can. Add a couple 
handfuls of rock salt. Fill, alternating additional snow/ice and rock salt. Put the 
lid on the large can then roll the can back and forth to each other in the alley for 
about 20 minutes. Enjoy immediately.

St. Ratrick’s Day Ice Cream Recipe & Maze
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September
SAT FRI THU WED TUE MON SUN

9/4: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
9/22: World Carfree Day

Labor Day

Autumn

9/11: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

9/25: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

9/4: Multi-
Mass*

9/18: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

9/24: 
Assembly 

Party

9/13: 
Boulevard 
Lakefront 

Tour

9/10: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit bikewinter.org, thechainlink.org, 
and westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.

World 
Hoop Day

Talk Like a 
Pirate Day
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How many anagrams can you find in 
“Chicago Critical Mass”?

acclaim accost his rig

How many anagrams can you find in 
“Chicago Critical Mass”?

acclaim accost his rig
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March
SATFRITHUWEDTUEMONSUN

313029

St. 
Ratrick’s 

Day

3/13: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

3/27: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

Spring

3/6: Multi-
Mass*

3/6: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
3/20: Hyde Park Critical Mass

3/26: 
Assembly 

Party

3/8: DST 
begins

3/7: 
Chiditarod

3/12: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit bikewinter.org, thechainlink.org, and 
westtownbikes.org for additional information 
and events.

Pi Day
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westtownbikes.org for additional information 
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Ahoy! Get yer
Sealegs on, ye
Landlubbers!
Time to get some
Chicago Juice in yer
Scurvy Veins! It’s The
Guerrilla Flotilla, April 26!
Original photo and inspiration for your own 
project can be found here: flickr.com/photos/
newneonunion. Keyword search: Guerrilla Flotilla.

Draw the missing essential tool that could be
used to avoid this collision on the open sea.

Hint: This tool is sometimes made of ceiling fan pieces.
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August
SAT FRI THU WED TUE MON SUN

31 30

8/14: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

8/28: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

8/7: Multi-
Mass*

8/7: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
8/14-16: Tour de Road America

8/21: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

8/27: 
Assembly 

Party

8/13: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and westtownbikes.org 
for additional information and events.

Ntnl. Admit 
You’re 

Happy Day 2
11

29 26 25 24 23
22 20 19 18 17 16
15 12 10 9
8 6 5 4 3
1

August
SAT FRI THU WED TUE MON SUN

31 30

8/14: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

8/28: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

8/7: Multi-
Mass*

8/7: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
8/14-16: Tour de Road America

8/21: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

8/27: 
Assembly 

Party

8/13: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and westtownbikes.org 
for additional information and events.

Ntnl. Admit 
You’re 

Happy Day



5
14

30292827
2522212019
1816151312
11876
42

April
SATFRITHUWEDTUEMONSUN

4/1: End of 
the World

Earth Day

4/10: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

4/24: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

4/3: Multi-
Mass*

4/3: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
4/24: Arbor Day (Plan to plant trees on the CCM ride.)

4/17: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

4/23: 
Assembly 

Party

4/26: 
Guerrilla 
Flotilla

4/9: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and 
westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.

ACROSS
1 There is a _____ game today.
4 Today is the _____ Fest.
5 The program is _____.
10 There is a _____ game today.
12 The blackout isn’t listed and the 
conductor says, “_____ _____.”
13 Today is _____ Eve fireworks.
15 Today is the _____ of Chicago.
16 Metra’s Bikes on Trains program 
is a _____.

DOWN
2 Today is _____ Fest.
3 The conductor says, “I’m tired. I don’t want 
to _____.”
6 Today is _____.
7 The conductor says no bikes allowed during 
the “_____ season.”
8 The conductor endorses _____ blackouts.
9 Today is _____ Night.
11 Today is yet another _____ blackout.
14 Today is the Air and _____ Show.

You do not get to take 
your bike on Metra 

today because...

Inspired by personal experiences, The Grinch, and Ted 
Ernst (http://tedernst.com/wp/ keyword search: Metra).
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4/3: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
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4/17: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
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4/23: 
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Party

4/26: 
Guerrilla 
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4/9: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and 
westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.
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July
SAT FRI THU WED TUE MON SUN

7/3: Multi-
Mass*

7/10: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

7/31: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

7/3: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)

7/17: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

Ind. Day

7/30: 
Assembly 

Party

7/9: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and 
westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.

7/26: 
Chicago 
Criterium
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Connect the dots so 
Al the Pal can sing 

some labor songs.

Connect the dots image based on a photo found at 
crazyguyonabike.com (keyword search: Haymarket). 

Be sure to attend the 
Haymarket Ride on 

May 3.

Need more info? E-mail
haymarketride@riseup.net 

Connect the dots so 
Al the Pal can sing 

some labor songs.

Connect the dots image based on a photo found at 
crazyguyonabike.com (keyword search: Haymarket). 

Be sure to attend the 
Haymarket Ride on 

May 3.

Need more info? E-mail
haymarketride@riseup.net 



R O A Y A D I R F T S A L W E C L
Y T I C O M M U N I T Y K E K T E
H A Y P V O T E X R O S D A I T E
1 I D L U S I E E E O A E R B L S
0 F J I M D R Y C I R R K E N M B
M P U A R O L M I A S R I T I A I
I P K N C F D O P R S N B R A S C
L D 0 R N K Y N H P A O L A T S Y
E E A 3 O Y E P U O R I L F N U C
S C A L 5 C B D P O G T A F U P L
Y G H D E X H I L A R A T I O N E
R V O T E Y O Y K P H R C C M T T
T S E T O R P C U E T B A I U S A
O M Y R U E L L I A R E D E H T N
R O A D B I K E A P E L E M Y C D
1 0 M P H K I A S Z R E S S A M E
E K R E T N I L P S A C I A D C M

Chicago Critical Mass is...

10 miles
10 mph
5:30 p.m.
bicycle
celebration
chicago holdup
community
cork

daley plaza
exhilaration
flyer
funny bike
grassroots
happy friday
hijacked
last friday

leaderless
map
masser
mass up
mountain bike
parade
protest
road bike

splinter
tall bike
tandem
the derailleur
vote
we are traffic
xerocracy
year-round
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May
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31 5/1: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)

Memorial 
Day

Multi-
Mass*;

May Day

Mother’s 
Day

Cinco de 
Mayo

5/8: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

5/29: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

5/15: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

5/28: 
Assembly 

Party

5/3: 
Haymarket 

Ride

5/20: Ride 
of Silence

5/24: Bike 
the Drive

5/14: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and westtownbikes.org for additional 
information and events.

World No 
Tobacco 

Day
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Use the Chicago WNBR logo as a guide to color in 
the picture. Be sure to attend the ride on June 13.

Use the Chicago WNBR logo as a guide to color in 
the picture. Be sure to attend the ride on June 13.
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June
SAT FRI THU WED TUE MON SUN

Summer

6/12: CCM 
Happy 
Hour

6/26: 
Chicago 
Critical 
Mass

Multi-
Mass*; 

World Env. 
Day

6/5: *Multi-Mass (Evanston, Oak Park, Pilsen, & Wicker Park)
6/13: Bike MS Tour De Farms; 6/13-19: Bike to Work Week
6/19: Bike to Work Week Rally at Daley Plaza
6/21: Father’s Day

6/25: 
Assembly 

Party

6/19: 
Hyde Park 

Critical 
Mass

6/13: World 
Naked Bike 

Ride

6/11: 
Submit to 
Derailleur 

Today

Visit thechainlink.org and westtownbikes.org for 
additional information and events.

6/6: Ride 
for AIDS 

Day 1

6/7: Ride 
for AIDS 

Day 2

6/28:
LGBT Pride 

Parade/
Festival
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